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                               Press release no. 31/2016
New grass cover for football show business
A technical conference held in Bologna at EIMA International on the problems and innovative solutions for the creation and maintenance of football pitches. Agronomic techniques and specific machinery are fundamental for taking pitches up to the standard required for the series A and B championship seasons.
Professional sports are, above all, in show business so they require high performance surfaces for exhibiting the players to guarantee the quality of the spectacle and a regular staging of the event. This was the assumption behind the workshop organized by KultureMultimedia and promoted by Toro Pratoverde, Sofisport and Bottos named Performance, Spectacle & Business: the 2.0 of Sports Grounds. The workshop was held yesterday at EIMA International, the great agricultural mechanics exposition underway in the Bologna Trade Fair Center. 
Given that football is the most popular sport in Italy, the assembly laid out work in progress for creating synergies among the agencies responsible for building the pitch covers, the machinery used for maintenance and the sports federations which dictate the standards for the work. Up until a few years ago, football field grass was cut by traditional mowers, perhaps modified to reduce their weight, whereas at present, this maintenance work is performed by machines based on those used for golf courses featuring highly efficient mowing.  
Moreover, as was explained during the workshop, we now have to cope with various types of grass cover, natural, hybrid and synthetic, and this means the machinery has be adapted to the best way of managing work. Among the examples illustrated during the session was the Luigi Ferraris Stadium in Genoa where the hybrid pitch has been shown as excellent cover due to eighteen months on the ground with no maintenance needed.
The meeting also went into an afternoon session when details on the characteristics of suitable machinery for managing grass cover were dealt with.   
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